
DONTS SCHEDULED
I FORAUTOOWNERS
Caution Under All Circumstances

is Advised to Pre[
vent Thefts of Cars.

ACTIVITY OF THE ROGUES
IS NOTED BY OFFICIALS

Value of Machines Stolen in New
York Last Year Placed

r* at $700,000.

From the manager of the automobile
theft department of one of the large
insurance companies the following
"don'ts" to automobile owners were obtained:
Don't leave your auto unprotected on

the street. Automobiles have been
taken from before office buildings two

minutes after owners had left them.
Ask the private watchman at the door
of the building before which you stop
to keep his eye on your car.

Don't leave your car unlocked, even

for a short time. Every automobile
that lacks an attachment for locking
the mechanism should be provided with
one.

Don't leave your car on an incline

where, by releasing the brakes, it can

be moved away on its own momentum.
Locked cars left In such a situation
have frequently been stolen.

Thieves Active and Successful.
Reports have been published recentlythat automobile thieves are more activeand successful than ever before.

This, according: to information obtained
from some of the large companies engagedin automobile theft insurance
and also from the police, is not true,
but still many cars are stolen, and
every precaution is urged to checkmatethe thieves.
The value of automobiles stolen in New

York city and its vicinity last year is
placed at not less thhn $700,000. This,
in the opinion of an insurance man in a

position to review the whole situation, is
several hundred thousand dollars less
than the total of 1914, the worst year;
since then the automobile squad, organizedby the police department about that
time, has done effective work in checkingthe stealing of cars. Many of the
automobiles stolen are recovered, fully
75 per cent, according to this authority,
generally in another state. When a car
is stolen in New York city it is looked
for first in New Jersey, Pennsylvania or
Connecticut. Frequently a thief will find
out where a certain make of automobile
is wanted. He will then make plans to
steal a car that will satisfy this particular
desire. Sometimes the clue that leads to
the recovery of an automobile starts from
the man who bought the stolen car insteadof from the place where it wai
taken- Recentlv, in "Rrooklvn. a man tchr
had paid $1,100 in good faith for & stolen
automobile had to surrender it to its
rightful owner, with a loss of $1,100.

Need of Caution Impressed.
As to the three "don'ts" here are

three accounts of stolen cars to illustratethem, showing in each case how
the exercise of caution would have
saved the car.
The first refers to leaving a car unprotectedbefore an office building, the

Masonic Hall, at 46 West 24th street.
The owner of the automobile drove up
to the building at 1 o'clock in the
afternoon. He went at once Into the
building and did not come out until 3
o'clock. When he did the car was gone.
One of the first persons he questioned
was the watchman who stood at the entranceof the building. The watchman
could remember nothing as to the car,
there being a string of them along the
curbing most of the day, but he said:

"If you had asked me I would have
kept my eye on your car."
The theory of the police was that the

thieves were lurking near by when this
owner got out of his car.that they saw:
First, that the owner did not lock the
car; second, that he asked no one to
watch the car.

Shows Dexterity of Bogues.
The second account shows how quickly

a car may be stolen, and at a time and
place when danger is least suspected. The
owner of the car was taking a young
woman home from the theater to an
apartment house on 137th street near
Broadway. He brought his car to a stop
facing the North river, on a grade slopingin that direction. It was after 11
o'clock, and there were no other cars
nearby.
He accompanied the young woman to

her apartments and was back in a few
moments. There had not been a sound
of the motor engine, but the car had
vanished. This part of the mystery was
quickly solved ; the thief had merely releasedthe brake and etarted the car
down hill, turning out of sight at the
first corner. He was caught later, and
It transpired that he lived close by; he
had made a practice of watching for cars
left at this down-hill point.

"Locked" Car Stolen.
The third account Is that of a car stolen

with the mechanism securely locked. The
owner or the car lived in Brooklyn. H«
drove the car Inside his yard and left
It by the side of his house, expecting
later to take his wife out to the theater.
Before leaving the car he locked it, and
with the act dismissed from his mind anj
thought of danger from thieves. Bui
thieves were near; a plot involving severalaccomplices had been made to steal
that very car. They had observed that
the pavement upon which the owner wat
in the habit of leaving his car when h<
Intended to go out later in the evening
was an incline that extended upward from
the street, and that this incline was con
tinued in one direction by the street itself
One of the thieves released the brake
and noiselessly the automobile was run
out of the yard and down the street out
of sight of the house. Then a little red
automobile, which had been standing a
Bhort distance away since early in the
afternoon, came forward, a grapplinghook was thrown over the axle of theStolen car. and it was drawn away. The
car was towed to a garage, the owneiof which was also in the plot, and thenthe* lock was broken. These facts cam*
out later when the thieves were captured

Premonitory.
From Pu<*k.
Junior.So you didn't propose to her,

after all?
Weed.N'o. And I'm not going to.

"When I got to her house I found hei
chasing a mouse with a broom.

tiaiov fvnlattt^
MAftWUCU.

From tb* 1'itnsiiix Show.
"What are you doing there, Ellen?*
"Excuse me, miss, but my apror

caught in the door."
"But you left the room ten minutei

ago!"
"Yes, miss, but I only Just found it

out."

Future.
From Life.
Teacher.What's the difference betweena monarchy and a democracy?
Pupil.They are Just the same.
"Wrong."
"Well, teacher, they will be In anothei

twenty years."
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